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The Prophet Muhammad (saaw) said:

I am the house of wisdom and “Ali is its door
(Sakit al- Tomidthe, (Cairo edition), Kitab al-Managib, vol. 5, p. 637, hadith number 3723)

A Sermon
Without Dot

The knowledge, wisdom and eloquence of Imam ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (as) is well
known among Muslims of all schools of thought. One such example of his
mastery over the Arabic language manifested itself in this extempore sermon
which, in its written form, is devoid of any dot !!!
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What is so special about this sermon ?

Those who know Arabic or can at least read the Qur’anic script will appreciate that certain
letters of the Arabic alphabet have dots associated with them. These letters are listed
below and are used all the time in Arabic speech and written texts.

gibigrisdse oo

To create any written script of any meaningful nature, without using any of these letters, is
a difficult task. To deliver such a sermon without prior preparation, as Imam ‘Ali (as) is
known to have done with all his sermons, is truly amazing!

[Note: The letter representing taa marbutah used to be written without dots in early Arabic script]

Are there any other such sermons?

Imam °Ali (as) once delivered another beautiful sermon which was without the letter alif !!

This letter of the Arabic alphabet is undoubtedly the most commonly occurring character in
the language. If composing a few meaningful sentences without dots is hard enough, how
about delivering a sermon, one which is full of wisdom and which is many times the size of
the one you have just seen, but without ever using a single alif !!

This sermon is usually called al-Khutbah al-Munigah and is recorded by many Muslim
scholars. Amongst the Sunni scholars who quote it can be mentioned:

0 Muhammad b. Muslim al-Shafi’i, Reagar al- Tatid, p. 248

0 Ibn Abi’l Hadid al-Mu’tazili, Séars ks al-Balaghat, vol. 19, p. 140

How could Imam ‘Ali (as) accomplish such a feat?

Imam ‘Ali (as) derived his vast knowledge and striking eloquence by virtue of his long and
close association with the Prophet Muhammad (saaw). The Prophet (saaw), with Divine
inspiration, was the source of all such knowledge and wisdom and a teacher par excellence
for Imam ‘Ali (as).

To find out more about authentic Islam, as taught by Prophet Muhammad (saaw) and
as explained by Imam °‘Ali (as) after him, visit:

http://al-islam.org/faq/
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All praise be to Allah: the praised King, the affectionate Owner, the Fashioner of all who
are born, the Recourse for every downtrodden, the Outstretcher of lands, the Establisher of
firm mountains, the Sender of rain, the Alleviator of difficulties, the Knower and Perceiver

of secrets, the Destroyer of kingdoms and Perisher of possessions,
the Renewer of eras and their Repetitor, the Source of all things and their Destination.
Widespread is His generosity and sufficient are the layered clouds and the supply of rain.
He responds to the one who asks or hopes, giving wide and with abundance.

I praise Him endlessly. I consider Him one as He is considered one by those who turn to
Him. Lo ! He is Allah, there is no god for the nations except Him. No one can distort what
He set upright and established. He sent Muhammad (saaw) as the standard-bearer of
submission (Islam), the leader for the rulers and preventer of their oppression, The crippler
of the authorities of Wudd and Sawa" (two idols). He informed and educated, appointed
and perfected. He founded the fundamentals and eased them in. He emphasized the
appointed promise (Day of Judgment) and forewarned. Allah has linked him with honor
and granted his soul the peace, and may Allah have mercy on his progeny and his
venerated family; as long as the guiding stars shine, the crescent continues to rise,
and the chant of the oneness (La ilaha illa Allah) is made to be heard around.

May God protect ye! Work towards the best of deeds. So tread the path seeking the lawful,
and give up the forbidden and abandon it. Listen to the command of Allah and be aware of
it. Maintain the ties with relations and nurture them. Disobey desires and repel them.
Bond as kins with the righteous and pious,
and discontinue the company of amusement and greed.

Your groom is the most impeccable of free men by birth, most generous and honorable
with glories, and of the sweetest of descent. Here he came to you, took your kin with
permission, in marriage, the gracious bride. Offered a dowry, just as the Messenger of
Allah did to Umm Salamabh (sa). Certainly, he (s) was the most gracious son-in-law.
Kind to his progeny. He gave them in marriage to whom he wanted.

He was neither confused in his choice of wife nor had an oversight.

I ask Allah, on your behalf, for the lasting graciousness of His connection. And the
continuation of His pleasures, and that He may inspire all: the reform of their own
condition, and the preparation for their individual destiny and the hereafter.
Gratitude is for Him forever and the praise for His Messenger Ahmad (saaw).

This sermon appears to have been delivered by Imam ‘Ali (as) on the occasion of
someone’s marriage (nikah), and may well have been his own marriage. It has been
quoted by several scholars such as:

0 Muhammad Rida al-Hakimi, Saluw gabt an tafgidunc, vol. 2, pp. 442-3.
0 Sayyid al-Musawi, al- 2atarat min bitiar managib #al-abc wa al-"9tak, vol. 2, p. 179
0 Hasun al-Dulafi, Zada '« #al al- Rast, p. 6
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